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SUBJECT: UN SPOKESMAN'S COMMENTS ON RECONVENING GENEVA CONEERENCE 
REE: USUN 1004 (NOTAL) 

1. TEXTS EOLLOW OF UN PRESS SPOKESMAN'S COMMENTS ON RECONVEN- 
ING GENEVA CONFERENCE, AS RECORDED IN PRIVATE SECRETARIAT 
RECORD OE PRESS CONFERENCE. PARA 2 BELOW CARRIES MARCH 26 
REMARKS, AND PARA 3 MARCH 27 COMMENTS. 

2. QUOTE 
"A" 
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OPI DAILY PRESS BRIEFING 

WILLIAM POWELL SAID THAT ADDED TO THE SECRETARY-GENERAL'S 
APPOINTMENTS YESTERDAY WAS ONE WITH MR. KELANI (SYRIA), AT 
THE AMBASSADOR'S REQUEST EOR A DISCUSSION ON THE MIDDLE 
EAST AND THE NEXT STEPS THAT MIGHT BE TAKEN. THIS MORNING HE 
SAW MR. MALIK (SOVIET UNION), AN APPOINTMENT BY MUTUAL 
AGREEMENT, EOR A SIMILAR DISCUSSION. MR MEGUID (EGYPT) 

WOULD BE SEEING THE SECRETARY-GENERAL LATER TODAY, AT 
THE SECRETARY-GENERAL'S REQUEST AND LATER THE SECRETARY-GENERAL 
WOULD BE IN TOUCH WITH UNITED STATES AUTHORITIES. ASKED 
WHO OE THE UNITED STATES THE SECRETARY-GENERAL WOULD BE 
CONTACTING, MR. POWELL SAID HE DID NOT KNOW. HE SAID MR 
SCALI WAS AT THIS MOMENT IN WASHINGTON. HE WAS ASKED TO ADVISE 
CORRESPONDENTS LATER ON WHO THE SECRETARY-GENERAL CONTACTED 
IN WASHINGTON. 

ASKED THE MECHANICS OE CALLING A GENEVA CONEERENCE, MR. 

POWELL SAID THAT LAST TIME THE SECRETARY-GENERAL HAD ISSUED 
THE INVITATIONS AT THE REQUEST OF THE TWO CO-CHAIRMEN. 

HE WAS ASKED IF DURING THE SECRETARY-GENERAL'S CONVERSATIONS 
THERE HAD BEEN CONCENTRATION ON RECONVENING THE GENEVA 
CONEERENCE AND HE REPLIED THAT OBVIOUSLY RECONVOCATION WAS 
A POSSIBILITY. ASKED WHY THE SECRETARY-GENERAL HAD NOT 
CONTACTED AN ISRAELI REPRESENTATIVE, MR. POWELL SAID HE DID 
NOT THINK THE AMBASSADOR WAS IN NEW YORK. 

3. "B" 

27 MARCH 1975 

ANTICIPATING CORRESPONDENTS' QUESTIONS ON THE MIDDLE EAST, 

MR. POWELL SAID THAT AS THEY WERE AWARE, THE SECRETARY- 
GENERAL HAD MET YESTERDAY WITH MR. MALIK (SOVIET UNION) AND 
MR. MEGUID (EGYPT). IN ADDITION THE SECRETARY-GENERAL 
HAD HAD LONG TELEPHONE CONVERSATIONS WITH MR. TEKOAH 
(ISRAEL), WHO HAD JUST RETURNED TO NEW YORK AND MR. 

SCALI, WHO WAS IN WASHINGTON, D.C. (COMMENT: DISCUSSION WITH 
AMB. SCALI WAS ON A DIFEERENT SUBJECT-SEE REFTEL AND USUN 980 AND 
LIMITED OEEICIAL USE 
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981). 

ASKED ABOUT RENEWAL OE THE MANDATES OE UNEE AND UNDOF BY THE 
SECURITY COUNCIL, HE SAID THAT HE COULD NOT ANSWER THIS 
QUESTION. HE SAID THAT THE SECRETARY-GENERAL BELIEVED THAT 
"THE TIME IS COMING TO RECONVENE THE CONEERENCE IN GENEVA.. " 

THIS WAS, OE COURSE, THE RESPONSIBILITY OP THE CO-CHAIRMEN 
OP THE CONEERENCE AND IN THIS CONNEXION HE WAS IN TOUCH 
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WITH THE REPRESENTATIVES OF THE SOVIET UNION AND THE UNITED 
STATES AS WELL AS THE PARTIES. ASKED WHAT THE SECRETARY-GENERAL 
MEANT BY "THE TIME IS COMING" TO RECONVENE THE GENEVA CONFERENCE, 
MR. POWELL SAID THAT HE DID NOT MEAN WITHIN THE NEXT HOUR. 

ASKED WHEN THE SECRETARY-GENERAL HAD COME TO THE CONCLUSION 
THAT THE GENEVA CONFERENCE SHOULD BE RECONVENED, MR. POWELL 
SAID THAT IT WAS AFTER MR. KISSINGER'S RETURN ON SATURDAY 
AND WAS THE RESULT OF VARIOUS CONVERSATIONS BY THE SECRETARY- 
GENERAL DURING THE LAST FEW DAYS WITH THE REPRESENTATIVES OF THE 
PARTIES CONVERNED. 

ASKED WHO WAS INITIATOR OF THE MEETING BETWEEN THE SEC- 
RETARY-GENERAL AND THE AMBASSADORS, MR. POWELL SAID THAT 
THE MEETING WITH MR. KELANI (SYRIA) WAS AT THE 
AMBASSADOR'S REQUEST; THE MEETING WITH MR. MALIK (SOVIET 
UNION) WAS BY MUTUAL AGREEMENT; AND THE MEETING WITH MR. MEGUID 
(EGYPT) WAS AT THE SECRETARY-GENERAL'S REQUEST. 

ASKED ABOUT THE MECHANICS OF THE CALLING OF THE GENEVA CON- 
FERENCE BY THE CO-CHAIRMEN, MR. POWELL SAID THIS QUESTION 
SHOULD BE CHECKED IN THE SECURITY COUNCIL'S DOCUMENTS ON 
THE MATTER. "LET US GO BACK AND READ THE DOCUMENTS." 

HE ADDED. 

UNQUOTE 

SCALI 
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